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.Guidance on Determinat ion o f  Asbes tos  - 
Content  o f  F r i a b l e  M a t e r i a l s  , '  

Kathleen H. Bennet t .  A s s i s t a n t  
f o r  A i r ,  Noise and R a d l a t i o n  

D i r e c t o r s ,   AI^ and was te . t t anagAen t  'Di.vtslons:.. . ,  .. 
Regions I-IV. Y1-VIII. X . ,  

O f  r e c t o r s .  A i  r Management Di v i s i o n s ;  
Regions V r n d  I X  : , 
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The Na t iona l  Emfssion Standard  for Hazardous A i r  P o l l u t a n t s  
{NESHAPS) f o r  a s b e s t o s  c o v e r s  t h e  o p e v a t i m s  of s p r a y i n g ,  and 
demol i t i on  and r enova t ion  w i t h  a s s o c i a t e d  was te  d l s p o s a l ,  l f  a 
f r i a b l e  ( e a s i l y  crumbled) m a t e r l a l  cont.afning more t h a n  one p e r c e n t  
a s b e s t o s  1s processed.  The l a c k  o f  a promulgated method t o  
e v a l u a t e  t h e  a s b e s t o s  c o n t e n t  o f  a f r l a b l e  m a t e r i a l  a g a i n s t  t h i s  
'one p e r c e n t  a s b e s t o s  c o n t e n t  tes t '  has  been I d e n t l f f t d  as an 
lmpcdfment t o  enforcement of t h e  HESHAPS f o r  a s b e s t o s .  

complete  r e e v a l u a t f o n  a i n t n g  a t  approximate ly  October 1954 pro- 
mulga t ion  ( f o r  a d d i t f o n a l  ln format fon  c o n t a c t  John  Copeland l n  
OAQPS a t  FTS 6 2 9 - 5 5 9 5 ) .  Although t h f s  r e e v a l u a t i o n  i s  Incomplete,  
t h e r e  i s  a l l k e l l h o o d  t h a t  t h e  revised NESHAPS w i l l  i n c l u d e  an 
e x p l l c f t  methodology f o r  t h e  de t e rmfna t fon  o f  a s b e s t o s  c o n t e n t  i n  
m a t e r i a l s .  . 

the a s b e s t o s  c o n t e n t  o f  materlals s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  .one p e r c e n t  
a s b e s t o s  content test. a h o u l d  be de termlned  by use o f  t h e  
methodology d e s c r l b e d  l n  t h e  EPA p u b l i c a t i o n ,  
f o r  A s b e s t o s  Content:  

Pcstlcides and Toxlc  Subs tances  f n  1982, as EPA P u b l l c r t l o n .  EPA- 
600J4-82-021. The b r s l c  r n a l y t t c a l  t e c h n i q u e  d e s c r i b e d  therein 1s 
a r a r l a t l o n  O f  D O l r r l t t d  l l g h t  r P l C r O S C O D Y  whlch d l l O W S  f o r  I 

I t  i s  noted  t h a t  the  S tanda rd  i s  presently t h e  s u b j e c t  of a 

U n t i l  the  a n a l y t i c a l  ae thodology I s  d e r f g n a t c d  by r e g u l a t l o n .  

Bulk Sample A n a l y s t s  
E v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  Tentat- 

by  t h e  Environmental  H o n l t o r i n g  fystens Labora to ry  and O f  f i c t  o f  

.. ' q u a n t l t a t l r e  estlaate of f h i  u e l g h t  p e r c e n t a g e  of.'asbestos In a 
sample. X - R a j  b l f t r a c t i o n  1s suggested b u t  only as a . suppor t l r eg  
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A l t h o u g h  the  met1,odology 'to' quantify the asbestos c o n t e n t  of: 

cctcyhs is d i r e c t l y  ' transferrable, from. the .8Ch001 asbcstoa program 
to . t l re  NLSttAPS program, A s  should be emphaciz.ed t h a t  the st rategies  
t o  loca to  ana sarple asbestos may be, d i s t i n c t  batwoen the prograrrm. 
The schog1.progran as descr ibed ' in  EPA guidance. Ashestom 
Contcining .Materials i n  School E u i l d i n j a ,  P a t  1 0  io orienteh t o  
i d e c t i i y  acbestom.mteria1 vhich is presently friable,.-whereas 
compliance with t h e  !&Sff&PS requires t h a t  maqding include 
materials which are not 'presently f r i a b l r  b u t  which may'be degraded 
to r r e l ease  asbestos f ibero during the process of renovation or 
.deWlirion. A thorough background documentation of methods to 
locate and sample ashcstos in st ructures  scheduled for demolition 
or renovation. not pow available. vi11 l ike ly  be developed dur ing  
the coryrehensive Standard revision. . 
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